10 of History’s Most
Inspiring Women
Feel inspired by the world’s most wonderful women! From pioneering scientists, to advocates
of equality and education, these leading ladies are truly worth looking up to.

Virginia
Woolf

1882-1941

An inspiration to creatives
everywhere, Woolf is considered one
of the most influential modernist
writers of the 20th century. She was
also an outspoken, revolutionary
feminist at a time when opposing
the patriarchy was unheard of.

Emmeline
Pankhurst

1858-1928

The organiser of the suffragette
movement, Pankhurst is widely
to thank for women’s right to
vote today. Following various
demonstrations, Pankhurst’s actions
eventually led to women being
granted equal voting rights to men.

Serena
Williams

1981-Present

With a career spanning decades,
this former world champion is an
inspiration to women everywhere.
Winning a record breaking 4
consecutive Grand Slams, Serena
not only advocates for sport, but
also body image and equality.

Helen
Keller

1880–1968

After contracting an illness at 2, Keller
was sadly left blind and deaf. She later
overcame adversity to become
co-founder of the American Civil Liberties
Union, as well as an author, and the first
deaf-blind recipient of a BA degree.

Malala
Yousafzai

1997-Present

Surviving an assassination attempt
at 15, and becoming the youngest
ever Nobel Prize laureate at 17,
Malala is an incredibly inspirational
young woman. Today, Malala
continues to advocate for education
and peace for young people.

Frida
Kahlo

1907-1954

Renowned for her strikingly colourful
self-portraits, Kahlo is a much-loved
surrealist artist. Having suffered polio
and a bus crash in her youth, Kahlo
was bed-bound – studying art and
teaching herself to paint during
her recovery.

Rosa
Parks

1913-2005

Famed for sparking one of the largest
social movements in history, the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, Parks is
one of history’s most famous civil
rights activists – leaving behind an
inspirational legacy of fighting
against injustice and discrimination.

Marie
Curie

1867-1934

Curie’s pioneering discovery of
radium and polonium ranks her
amongst the greatest scientists
of all time. In WW1, she also
helped equip ambulances with
x-rays, driving them to the front
lines herself.

Maya
Angelou

1928-2014

Throughout her 86 years, Angelou
authored more than 30 books. She
was best known for being a poet
and civil rights activist, with her
first and most famous memoir ‘I
Known Why The Caged Bird Sings’
depicting her traumatic early life.

Greta
Thunberg

2003-Present

Becoming Time’s Person of the Year
at just 16, Greta Thunberg is the
activist of a generation. Working
for a better tomorrow, Thunberg’s
focus is on climate change; she was
responsible for the School Strike
for Climate Change.

